
Alma Essentials -- Resources 

Physical Resources in Alma 

 

Welcome to this training session on physical resources in Alma. In this session, you will learn about the 

inventory model used by Alma to organize various kinds of metadata records, and look at a few 

examples of physical resources and their records. 

The inventory model for physical resources in Alma is structured with three levels: The bibliographic 

level, the holdings level, and the item level. Physical inventory, such as a book or a serial, will have a 

metadata record at each of these levels: The bibliographic record, the holdings record, and the item 

record. In fact, a bibliographic record could have more than one holdings record, and each holdings 

record could have more than one item record.   

In another training session, you'll be introduced to Alma's Metadata Editor and learn how to edit these 

records. But for now, let's see how this model applies to actual physical material.  

In Alma, use the persistent search bar to find a Physical title. A Physical Title search looks at your 

bibliographic records in fields such as title, author, ISBN, and so on. Here is a print book available at your 

institution. Click on the title to see the bib record. You can get the bib record from the publisher or 

distributor, or from an external resource such as a national library system or OCLC, or you can create the 

bib record yourself in Alma.  

So, when you search for a Title in Alma, you'll find the bib record. 

Once the bib record is in Alma, you can attach a holdings record. You will have holdings records for each 

location where the material will be available. For example, if you have the book in your Science Library 

and also in your Graduate Library, you'll have two holdings records. And if your Main Library has the 

book in two different locations, that's two more holdings records.   

At the Science Library, you actually have two copies of the book at one location. So, the Science Library 

holdings record will contain within it two item records. Each item record will have the barcode, plus any 

other distinguishing information, such as a note that this copy was signed by the author.  

If you want to find a physical-item record right from the start, use the persistent search bar to search for 

Physical item. For example, this would be a way to find that particular copy of the book signed by the 

author.  

 

For physical resources that are published as serials, such as a journal, the inventory model is modified 

slightly at the item level. Here is a print journal available at your institution. As before, there is a 

bibliographic record, with the title of the journal, ISSN, publisher, and so on. Again, there will be 

holdings records for each location where the journal is available. Some institutions then use a summary 

holdings statement to represent inventory of serials. Other institutions make an item record for each 

issue of the journal.  

 



Your institution's electronic resources are also organized in Alma with a specific inventory model, but 

the model is slightly different than the one used for physical resources. We'll talk about e-resources in 

the next training session.  

 


