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Partnering with Teaching & Learning to 
make an Institution-wide impact
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Students struggle to pay for course materials

43%

More then half

3/10

https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2018/08/01/survey-examines-impact-textbiik-prices-student-behavior

of students have 
skipped meals to pay 
for course materials 

of students say paying for 
course materials is 
financially stressful

of students don’t buy some 
of their course materials 

students have decided not 
to take a course because of 
materials cost

85%
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Faculty want to use affordable course materials 

Source: Ithaka S+R Faculty Survey, 2021
https://sr.ithaka.org/publications/ithaka-sr-us-faculty-survey-2021/

“The majority of faculty want to 
ease the cost burden of course 
materials for their students, 
preferring to assign texts that 
are available at low or no cost 
(88 percent) or through the 
library (61 percent).”

https://sr.ithaka.org/publications/ithaka-sr-us-faculty-survey-2021/
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“I think one of the things that we struggle 
with as instructors is having students do the 
reading. If they have to spend time looking, 

or if they’re spending a lot of money, the 
chances of them actually doing the reading 

is much less so than if we make those 
materials accessible.”
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Disconnected systems, disconnected workflows

Students Faculty Library
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Learning Management System

• Course info 
• Course materials

Alma
• Library resources
• Services
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The cost of bypassing the library

Three required texts All available in existing 
library collection

Cost to students: $155.49 Cost to students: $0

Course: Women Writers |    Course enrollment: 50 students  

Use existing library resources saves students a potential 

$7,774.50 in this course each time it is taught
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Connecting the library to faculty and students

Students Faculty Library
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Learning management system

• Course info 
• Course materials

Alma
• Library resources
• Services
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Meet Leganto

A course materials solution
which automatically links 
course materials with the 
library collection, 
connecting library 
resources, services and 
workflows to the learning 
management system (LMS). 
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Step 1 Optimize: Putting it all together
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Rialto

Processing workflows Seamless experience

Purchasing workflows Ease of access
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When the decision 
was Leganto… 

It made it easier to make 
all the systems work 

together

As soon as we implemented Leganto, 
we began using it to manage

informed purchases of materials for 
teaching, with our integrated,

cross-team workflow seamlessly 
handling requests

Optimization in Action – The Power of Unification
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Optimize: Taking it to the Next Level
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Step 2 Engaging with Your Faculty & Students

Meet them where they are Even if they wander outside the institution…
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Leganto connects the library with the 
instructional designers who help faculty 
develop their courses and publish their 
course content in the LMS. These are new 
connections to designers and instructors 
that we have never had before

Connecting Library with T&L
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SHOW ME THE MONEY!
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In the first three academic years in 
which the university used Leganto 

resource lists, the potential savings for 
the student body surpassed $4M

When I told my students they 
didn’t have to buy anything, they 

celebrated

As with many things in life, affordability is 
important. We want to be able to contain 
costs for our students and Leganto allows 

us to do that.

Students Savings in Action –
The impact of library support
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Shane Nackerud
Director, Libraries Course Materials Services

University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

UMN Libraries Student Savings 
Dashboard











Future development/plans

● Potential exists to dig deeper into the data and examine areas for improved 

outreach (underrepresented communities, outreach to faculty in underserved 

departments and colleges). 

● “Affordable courses” visualization
○ Use this same data to design a student searchable tool they can use to identify courses and 

instructors that use affordable course materials.

○ Add this to course catalog for students to use when selecting courses

● Include data from the U of M Bookstores
○ The bookstores have low cost data that could be added

● Using the dashboard to increase usage of Course Materials Services
○ Encourage university instructors to “join the revolution”

https://z.umn.edu/studentsavingsdashboard

https://z.umn.edu/studentsavingsdashboard
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Step 3 Show YOUR Impact
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Percentage of Citations Covered by the Library

Yes, 79%

No, 21%
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Partnering with Teaching & Learning to 
make an Institution-wide impact

Students Faculty Library
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Thank you!
eyal.kirshner@clarivate.com
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