Central Discovery Index and Summon

﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿Hello, the Ex Libris Central Discovery Index contains billions of records from over 7,000 content providers including publishers, aggregators, professional societies, and institutions like yours; which are accessible to researchers through Summon.

In this session you will learn what’s in the Central Discovery Index (or CDI), as well as what is in your institution’s Summon service.

The CDI’s content includes more than 90 different types including journal articles, books, eBooks, dissertations, conference proceedings, video recordings, music scores, and more; as well as searchable full text. It is continually being updated with the latest citation metadata, subject terms, abstracts, and full text from content providers. 

Additionally, the CDI is augmented with special content including peer reviewed and scholarly material from Ulrich’s, citation counts from the Web of Science and Scopus, and Document Object Identifiers (or DOIs) from CrossRef.

Lastly, and most importantly, the CDI includes content from institutions like yours.  Your implementation team will arrange for your content to be indexed in coordination with your content providers. This may include sending catalog updates via FTP to Summon; harvesting your records weekly via the “Open Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting” (or OAI/PMH); as well as adding research guides. If you have LibGuides, SpringShare will send your guides to Summon weekly, any others will need to be sent through FTP.

With billions of records in the CDI, how does Summon know what belongs to your institution?

During implementation one of three back-end tools will be used: the 360 Core Client Center, Intota, or Alma to activate whole database packages or individual titles for discovery in Summon. This activated content is what appears in your Summon search results. 

For example, if a researcher submits a query to Summon the initial search results will only include items that are in your institutions collection; including full text subscription content and activated full text open-access content, subscription abstracting and indexing content, and your institutions catalog records if they are indexed. As well as your institutional repository records and research guides, if they were added. 

If the researcher expands their search to results beyond your institution, they will also find provider content which you do not subscribe to and shared content from other libraries, such as open-access institutional repositories.

Finally, there is one additional set of data in the CDI that will never appear in search results. This proprietary data includes abstracting and indexing content that is reserved for subscribers only and private institution data such as catalog records and restricted-access institutional repositories.

You now know what’s in the CDI and what is in your Summon.

Thanks for watching!


