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1. Overview

The ALEPH PC client allows for a variety of different customizations for local needs, not the least of which is providing the server connection information. Instead of teaching every library staff member how to customize their own client, the ALEPH System librarian may provide an already-customized version of the client to distribute to their library staff, ready to use immediately after installation. 

To accomplish this, the ALEPH system librarian installs the generic client (GUI500.exe received from Ex Libris) on his PC, modifies the client settings, and then creates a newly packaged GUI500.exe with all of the modified settings in place.

2. Obtaining the GUI500.exe 

Create the directory c:\tempaleph or d:\tempaleph. If one already exists, remove the existing contents.

Ftp the file “GUI500.exe” from the Ex Libris ftp server using binary mode to your PC into c:\tempaleph or d:\tempaleph. Alternately, ftp the file (again, in binary) from your server in the ./a18_1/aleph/pc_exe directory. For most sites, this would be /exlibris/aleph/a18_1/aleph/pc_exe. Place the GUI500.exe into the \tempaleph directory.

On your PC, double click the file “GUI500.exe”. It will self expand (use F5 to refresh the file manager).

3. Installing the client on your local PC

Double-click on setup.exe in the \tempaleph directory to install the client on your PC. If you are installing for the first time, install in the C:\AL500 or D:\AL500 directory.

4. Customizing the Client

Library.ini file

The C:/AL500/ALEPHCOM/TAB/library.ini file determines to which server and which pc port number the client will connect to. Add lines for your libraries to this file. You can use either the verbal IP address (server.yourcollege.edu) or the numeric IP address (128.123.234.10) for access. 

USM01 - USM Bibliography           USM01 216.176.228.189:6991

USM10 - USM Authority                 USM10 216.176.228.189:6991

USM30 - USM Course Reading     USM30 216.176.228.189:6991
USM40 - USM ILL                          USM20 216.176.228.189:6991
USM50 - USM Administrative        USM50 216.176.228.189:6991

USM60 - USM HOL records          USM60 216.176.228.189:6991

Per_lib.ini files
For each of the five modules (Acq/Ser, Cataloging, Circ, ILL, AlephADM), the file per_lib.ini controls which libraries (e.g. USM01, USM10, USM50, etc.) are accessible by the client. Add your local library to each of these files where appropriate, keeping in mind which libraries are generally used for each client:

Acq/Serials and Circ – use the xxx50 and xxx01 libraries
ILL – uses the xxx40 and xxx50 libraries
Cataloging, AlephADM – uses all libraries – xxx01, xxx10, xxx50, xxx40, xxx60

Add your local libraries to the top of the per_lib.ini files for each module (for example C:/AL500/ACQ/TAB/per_lib.ini).

Note: You will automatically connect to the first library entered if you select DataBaseAutoSelect=Y in Alephcom.ini, below when you first open the client.

Other *.ini files

Modify the following INI files to suit your library’s needs.

C:/AL500/ALEPHCOM/TAB/alephcom.ini: contains settings that are used by more than one client (e.g. DataBaseAutoSelect)

C:/AL500/ACQ/TAB/acq.ini – contains acquisitions-specific settings

C:/AL500/CIRC/TAB/circ.ini – contains circulation-specific settings

C:/AL500/CATALOG/TAB/catalog.ini – contains cataloging-specific settings

Print.ini files

Each module contains a print.ini file, which contains information on how client-related print output is directed – for example to a print queue, or via email. These settings are typically configured later in the implementation process (but before STP).

*.dat files

In each module, the following directory C:/AL500/<module>/TAB/ENG/ which contains numerous *.dat files. These files contain text used in various parts of the client, and are modified most often by customers who are using a language other than English. English-speaking customers may choose to modify certain language in the client for ease of understanding. 

In order to retain your customized changes of the .dat files in the master client, you must replace the # (hash) sign with a space.

5. Copying the Modified Files to the xxx Directories

Any of the above files you modify (in the TAB or ENG directories) must be copied down to the lower level so that these changes are incorporated into the Master (redistributed) client. The lower level for the AL500/<module>/TAB/ directory is the AL500/<module>/TAB/XXX_TAB, and the lower level for AL500/<module>/TAB/ENG is AL500/<module>/TAB/ENG/XXX.
6. Cleaning up the Client before Repackaging

Remove any directories or files in the AL500/<module>/FILES and AL500/<module>/LIBS directories as any content in them will be inherited by the new client. Delete the .sav folders after all changes have been made.
7. Re-packaging Your New Client

When you are satisfied with your customizations of the GUI client, you can re-package it using the appropriate makeinst.bat script (in the \tempaleph directory). If you are repackaging this GUI client on a Windows 2000 operating system, use the MAKEINS2.BAT file. If you are using Windows 95, 98 or NT operating system, be sure to use the MAKEINS.BAT script.

The makinst.bat (or makeins2.bat) file takes the existing client in C:/AL500 or D:/AL500 and creates a new, customized GUI500.exe according to the configured files you’ve placed in the XXX_TAB directories. If you’ve made modifications in another directory (e.g., “AL500_18.01_new”), you must rename that directory to “AL500” as the script is looking for this specific directory name.
C: or D: Drive?

Right click on the appropriate makeinst.bat according to your Windows version and choose edit to determine the “HOMEDRIVE”, which is where the program looks for AL500. You will need to change this to the appropriate drive (C: or D:) for your workstation:
:SETDEFS1

 set HOMEDRIVE=D:

Finding the new GUI500.exe

The new GUI500.exe and GUI-500-u.exe will be placed in a new inst500.exe folder. The final GUI500-u.exe is the version that will be sent to end-users (those who aren’t expected to re-package the GUI). When installing the GUI500-u.exe, the previous GUI is replaced (completely overwritten).

8. Saving the Master Version

It is recommended that the person who repackages the client for other users keep the “Master” client separate from the client they use every day. Some unwanted modifications from testing or for personal preference may creep in and be distributed widely. After creating a satisfactory GUI500.exe, the AL500 directory should be renamed – for example, “AL500_18.01_master”. The system librarian should then install the repackaged version to his computer and use that for daily use. 

9. Maintaining a Master Client

When you receive a new version of the client for a version upgrade (for example from 18.01 to 18.02) and you want to maintain your former modifications, install the new client into the directory that contains your “Master” client, and make further modifications in that directory, renaming the directory to “AL500” before repackaging. When you install the GUI500.exe on top of a previous client, previous modifications are saved. This can only be done within a given version – you cannot save modifications from version 15 to version18, for example.

Also, when installing on top of a previous client, *.sav directories are created. These directories must be removed before repackaging.

© Ex Libris Ltd., 2006                                                                                                                                                                        Page 3 of 6
Repackaging the ALEPH Client

Version 18
Updated: April 7, 2006

