Combine two reports using Union to display null values
(5/23/2015)
The method described below shows how to union two reports by using a dummy column, in the E-Inventory Subject Area. The report includes portfolios linked – or not – to a POLine. 
Important: when combining two reports using union, the numbers of columns and their data types must be the same and in the same order.  If there are filters, they must be the same too. 
Steps:
1. Goal: The example below is a report to show any portfolios that are not available. The report also shows title, collection name, and any PO line reference.  The steps will show how to do a  union of reports so that the result report will show rows that have values in PO line reference as well as rows that have null values in the PO line reference.
2. Start with the report with the PO Line reference column.  There are two criteria at the bottom. 
[image: ]
3. In the criteria tab, click on the combine sets icon, select the subject area of the original report, in this example, it is E-inventory.
[image: ]
4. Click on the arrow to check that Union is selected.
[image: ]
5. In the left panel, find the exact same column as in each column in the report, and double click on it.  It will put the column in the union report.  Do it for all the columns, except PO line reference.
[image: ]
6. [bookmark: _GoBack] For the PO line reference column, select any column from the left panel, and double click on it.  In this example, the ISBN column is used.
[image: ]
7. Then on the ISBN column, click on Edit formula, and put a 0 in the box.  Click OK.
[image: ]
8. Now the PO line reference column is substituted with a column with 0.
[image: ]
9. Now add the two filters that are in the original report.  Use the filter pane, add the two filters.
[image: ]
10. Click on the results tab to view the resulted report.  The rows that do not have a value now appear with 0.
[image: ]
11. I edited the formula again in the criteria tab, using Null instead of 0.  The rows with no PO line reference change to nothing.
[image: ]
12. To edit the reports, click on any of the links (not the edit button) in the criteria tab.
[image: ]
13. To do sorting, click on the Result Columns and sort the columns.  
[image: ]
14. Report sorted by title.
[image: ]

Reference:
Create a dummy column
http://www.bifuture.com/create-a-dummy-blank-column-in-obiee/
Select any column to be the substitute column, then click Edit formula to put in the following value.
If the original column is:
	
	Column with numeric values

	Text column
	Date column

	
	CAST(null as DOUBLE) 

	Null
	CAST(null as DATE)


	Alternative
	0
	‘’ (two single quotes)
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