
Every Institution Has Its Own Story—Preserve Yours!

Did you know that a typical research university’s digital files are at risk of becoming unavailable in 

the near future because of file-format obsolescence and rendering applications that become unusable 

(usually 5-15 years after their release)?

Are you concerned that these risks could put your institution in breach of regulations by research 

funders, auditors, and other authorities? 

How can you identify and deal with these risks before it’s too late?

Ex Libris provides a solution that automatically identifies and resolves these risks of obsolescence. 

Rosetta is the world’s leading solution designed for the long-term preservation of digital objects. 

Although many institutions have systems in place for storing and managing digital objects, such 

systems are not always designed with preservation in mind.
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Digital resources—such as websites, social media, learning objects, and research data—are often 

more difficult to preserve than physical collections because of the rapid pace of change in the 

digital world. According to the Digital Preservation Coalition, digital preservation is “the series 

of managed activities necessary to ensure continued access to digital materials for as long as 

necessary.”1 Another popular definition notes that digital preservation “combines policies, strategies 

and actions to ensure access to content that is born digital or converted to digital form regardless 

of the challenges of file corruption, media failure and technological change. The goal of digital 

preservation is the most accurate rendering possible of authenticated content over time.”2

The enormous, rapidly growing quantity of born-digital content poses significant scaling issues 

for digital preservation. Today, almost all top European universities, including the Swiss Federal 

Institute of Technology (ETH Zurich), Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, the École Polytechnique, 

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, and the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, and Manchester are 

collaborating in or running digital preservation initiatives. For examples of digital preservation 

projects at leading institutions, see http://www.dpconline.org, http://www.casparpreserves.eu/, 

and http://www.digitalpreservationeurope.eu/.

The economic aspects of digital preservation are clearly challenging. With the significant investment 

involved in digital preservation programs, institutions must be meticulous in estimating the costs 

of staffing and data ingest, management, and storage. Because the fruits of digital preservation 

will benefit primarily future generations, current policy makers may well have difficulty garnering 

support for the required investment. Universities, however, are likely to be an exception, given 

their mandate to “support scholars to produce scholarship, and…support libraries to preserve that 

scholarship and make it accessible over generations.”3 

1 Neil Beagrie and Maggie Jones, Digital Preservation Handbook (York, UK: Digital Preservation Coalition, 2008), “Introduction -   
  Definitions and Concepts,” http://www.dpconline.org/advice/preservationhandbook/introduction/definitions-and-concepts. 

2 ALCTS Preservation and Reformatting Section, Working Group on Defining Digital Preservation, “Definitions of Digital Preservation”   
  (ALA Annual Conference, Washington D.C., June 18, 2009), http://www.ala.org/alcts/resources/preserv/2009def.

3 Blue Ribbon Task Force on Sustainable Digital Preservation and Access, Sustainable Economics for a Digital Planet: Ensuring 
  Long-Term Access to Digital Information (final report, February 2010), 22, http://brtf.sdsc.edu/biblio/BRTF_Final_Report.pdf.



Digital preservation means more than just backups and disaster recovery. The Ex Libris Rosetta 

digital preservation system alerts you to risks and enables you to set migration and emulation 

rules for different types of data. As a result, human intervention is rarely needed for genuine 

long-term preservation of your files. With Rosetta, your institution can manage digital entities end 

to end—from submission to dissemination. Using the system’s rule-based workflow engine and 

open architecture, you can develop unique plug-in tools and applications to customize the system’s 

ingest, management, preservation, and delivery processes. 

Rosetta is an integrated solution with one central repository, which can be synchronized with many 

other applications that your institution is running. Locally installed, Rosetta can be scaled up and 

down according to your institution’s needs.

“The development of Rosetta has its roots within the digital heritage community, 

and a clear understanding of the community’s needs is manifest in the entire product.

Rosetta’s sophisticated preservation planning methodology, the scalability of the 

solution, and the integration of a format library—which enables us to add and manage 

formats and to identify risks for all formats—were crucial factors in our decision to adopt 

this solution.”

Dr. Matthias Töwe, head of digital curation at ETH-Bibliothek (ETH Zurich)

Leveraging the most current technologies, Rosetta enables 

institutions to preserve and provide access to the collections 

and research data in their care, now and in the future.

Scalable: Built on a distributed architecture that can support 

multiple, flexible server configurations, Rosetta can scale 

up to manage digital collections of any size. By separating 

the working repository from the permanent one, it offers 

the security and redundancy required for the safety of these 

collections.

Functional: Rosetta can support the functional needs of 

institutions that receive vast numbers of digital items on 

an ongoing basis. Batch loads, staging areas, and multiple 

deposit hierarchies enable users to manage the ingestion of 

new material efficiently and effectively.  

Flexible:  Easy setup options allow institutions to configure 

Rosetta to support their unique requirements and adhere to 

governing bodies’ guidelines, when appropriate.

Standards-based: Based on the Open Archival Information 

System (OAIS) model and conforming to trusted digital 

repository (TDR) requirements, Rosetta provides institutions 

with the infrastructure and technology needed to preserve 

and facilitate access to the collections under their 

guardianship.

Accessible: Preserved digital entities are delivered via 

viewing applications for constantly evolving format types—

supplied as part of Rosetta and third-party applications. Built-

in integration capabilities enable the system to accept delivery 

requests from discovery and delivery applications such as 

the Ex Libris Primo® solution while ensuring that item-level 

access rights are enforced.

The Ex Libris Solution: Connecting Past, 
Present, and Future 

Active Preservation: Once Rosetta has determined a 

risk, the user may develop a preservation plan.  The plan 

is developed using best known practices and community-

shared knowledge. The plan can be tested and it can even 

be reversed once implemented without impacting the 

permanent storage.  Once the plan is implemented the 

original file remains in the permanent storage.

Format Library: The global format library is a central hub 

for all Rosetta institutions to share format risks, applications 

information, and metadata extraction tools. 

Open and Integrative: Rosetta comes with an impressive 

set of APIs and integration points. In addition the software 

development kit (SDK) allows customers to develop their own 

submission application and viewers.

Standard Configuration: Rosetta can be easily installed 

using the out-of-the-box configuration. Rosetta comes with a 

large set of data, tools, and plug-ins to enable the installed 

environment to be running in a very short time.

Web Interface: All Rosetta’s configurations and management 

can be done via the Web interface with no need to install any 

client-side application.
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Connecting Past, Present, and Future

With its broad experience addressing the needs of the academic world, Ex Libris is the ideal 

partner to help scholarly institutions provide long-term access to data.

Rosetta is a proven product and is now in use at institutions worldwide, including the following:

Institutions around the world using Rosetta

  



Saxon State & University 
Library Dresden 

Prominent Large 
Archive

Bavarian State Library. Main project: digitization of books

Goportis Consortium (ZBW—Leibniz Information Centre for Economics; German National Library 
of Science and Technology [TIB Hannover]; German National Library of Medicine [ZB MED]). 
Main project: preservation of audio-visual media

ETH Zurich, a Rosetta development partner. Main project: preservation of research data

Saxon State and University Library Dresden (SLUB). Main projects: preservation of cultural 
heritage material and publications by Saxony’s universities 

Binghamton University. Main project: preservation of special collections

University of Utah. Main project: preservation of cultural heritage collections

To find out more about Rosetta for your library, 

please contact your local Ex Libris office or distributor:

http://www.exlibrisgroup.com/category/World


