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How to configure default order of subfields when saving a cataloging record
Version 16 and up
We may have a cataloging record in which the cataloger entered the subfields of a fields in a random order.  Rather than making it necessary for the cataloger to manually put them in the desired order, it is possible for ALEPH to sort them by a predefined order when the record is saved.
To do this, first define the desired order of subfields for each bibliographic field in the file $data_tab/tab_expand_sort of the bibliographic library.  Here is an example for 100 field and 650 field:

! 1            2
!!!!!-!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
100## abcdefgjklnpqtu
650## abcdevxyz
This means that the subfields of the second column will be sorted in the order they appear in the second column, for the bibliographic field in the first column.

As a second step we must define when we want this to occur.  If we want this “sorting” to occur when we save the record on the server then we should add this procedure to the “INS” routine of table $data_tab/tab_fix the bibliographic library.  INS is run automatically when a record is updated (or saved) in the Catalog GUI.  Here it is in tab_fix:

! 1                 2                              3
!!!!!-!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!-!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!>
!* The routine called "expand_doc_sort" 
!* uses table tab_expand_sort
INS   expand_doc_sort

In order for the definitions of tab_expand_sort to be used for the INS routine, “expand_doc_sort” should be put in column two (as above).
Now when we save a record the following happens:

Before saving record:
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After saving record:
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Before saving record:
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After saving record:
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The subfield a was at the end of field 65004 before saving record.  After saving record subfield a went to the beginning of the record. The subfield a was at the end of field 100 before saving record.  After saving record subfield a went to the beginning of the record. 
