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How to add the time to an XSL form

Yoel Kortick

Here is a standard form as printed via the “print preview” option in the GUI
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We now want to change the date in the upper left corner to include not only the date but also the time.  In order to do this the following should be done:

Add a new line using the current-time function of xsl.

This does not necessarily have to be a new line but could also be an addition to an existing line.

The file being used above is funcs.xls (the above form is bor-list-00 and it uses funcs.xls).  The date which appears there comes from this line:
<xsl:call-template name="table-start-row"/><td><xsl:value-of select="//form-date"/></td><xsl:call-template name="table-end-row"/> 

We will comment that out and instead put these two sets of lines:


<xsl:call-template name="table-start-row"/>

<b>Date:&#160;</b> <preserve-space> </preserve-space> <xsl:value-of select="//form-date"/>

<xsl:call-template name="table-end-row"/>

<xsl:call-template name="table-start-row"/>

<b>Time:&#160;</b> <preserve-space> </preserve-space>  <xsl:value-of select="substring(current-time(),1,5)"/>

<xsl:call-template name="table-end-row"/>

We then get this:
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Explanation:

The function form-date gives the date.

The function current-time gives the time.

Above we added the function current-time as well as additional text which will appear before the date and time.

Also, instead of giving the full time we gave only the first 5 digits.  The full current-time may be 20:23:19.515+02:00.  We want only 20:23 and therefore added the substring function to get only the first five digits.

The &#160; after Date: and Time: is a way to make a space.

Additional information may be obtained by searching for current-time on the internet.

Here is how current-time would have appeared without the substring function:
<xsl:call-template name="table-start-row"/>

Time: <xsl:value-of select="current-time()"/>

<xsl:call-template name="table-end-row"/>
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