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1 Introduction 
The Aleph client can be installed in stand-alone or network mode. The advantage of 
network installation over stand-alone installation is that distribution to local PCs is not 
required when the client software is upgraded or when other changes, such as site-
specific tailoring of the client, are performed. 

In network installation the client is installed on the LAN (Local Access Network) in 
such a way that all users are using the same central installation (central files) but are 
using separate configuration files (user files) such as .ini files, temporary files for 
printing, and save defaults files. In general, all the local configuration files are opened 
automatically when the user uses the GUI. If the user wants to perform changes 
directly on the actual files (e.g. alephcom.ini), he edits the files that are located in his 
local directory. 

Note that the installation wizard can be customized using the gui500.ini file for 
gui500.exe and the net500.ini file for net500.exe. These files determine the 
default installation wizard settings. 

2 Customizing the Installation Wizard 
The installation uses a Wizard that prompts the user for different inputs, such as 
choosing an installation path, selecting typical vs. custom installation, and so forth. 

The Wizard can be configured for a silent installation (the user is not asked any 
questions) or altered to suggest defaults (different from those provided in the standard 
installation) to the user. 

This can be configured by changing file Gui500.ini or Net500.ini, and 
repackaging Gui500.exe or Net500.exe, respectively. 

This is how Gui500.ini is supplied in the version: 

 
[Defaults] 
Prompt=Y 
DefaultInstallationPath=C:\AL500 
IconsGroupName=ALEPH 500 
NetType=StandAlone 
InstallType=Typical 
VersionCheck=Y 
Acq=Y 
Alephadm=Y 
Catalog=Y 
Circ=Y 
Ill=Y 
CALIS=N 
InstallGerman=N 
 
Prompt is the basic flag that allows the creation of a full silent installation procedure 
without prompting the user. 
If Prompt is set to N, all the other values are used during the installation process. Note 
that if you choose the N option, no installation screens are displayed. 
If Prompt is set to Y, all other values are suggested to the user during the installation 
process, but values may be changed as well. 
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3 Installing the GUI500.EXE  
To install the GUI500.exe: 
1. Open the GUI.exe file.  
2. Create a directory on the PC where GUI500.EXE or GUI500-U.EXE will be 

inflated. 
3. Place the GUI500.EXE or GUI500-u.EXE file into this directory.  
4. Double click the file GUI500.EXE or GUI500-U.EXE and click the file 

Setup.exe. The following window is displayed: 
 

 
 

5. Click Next  and the Select Method Installation dialog box is displayed: 
 

 
 
There are two options to install the GUI: Main Network and Stand-Alone. 
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• Main Network installation 
This option installs the GUI on the network for multiple workstations that access a 
single central installation that contains all or some Aleph GUI modules. The file 
configuration affects all PCs and may override data at each station (profiles). 
 

PC PC PC

Server

PC Network

Links to a full GUI Installation
(Network Installation)

Full GUI installation
(Main Network)

 
 

To configure the version for multiple users, see Create Local Directories for Each 
User. 
 
• Stand-Alone installation 
The stand-alone installation is on the single workstation that contains all (typical 
installation) or some (custom installation) Aleph GUI modules. It supports 
configuration of all files. 
 

Server

Full GUI Installations
(Stand-alone Installation)

PC PC PC

 
 
6. Select the installation type. 
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If you select the Custom option the Select Modules dialog box is displayed. 
 

 
 

7. Select the modules that you want to install. 
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8. Select where you want to install GUI, or use the default, C:\AL500 
 
9. Select an additional language. For this version, the only second available language 

is German. 
 

 
 
If you select this option, German is installed in addition to English. In this case, 
xxx_ger language master directories are created under all Tab directories. 
 
For more information regarding Interface Language setup refer to the ALEPH 20.01 
User Guide - ALEPHADM.  
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Select the group name for Start->Programs 
 

 
 
When selecting this option the following entry in alephcom.ini is set to Y. 
 
[VersionControl] 
RunAtStartup=Y 
 
Whenever the GUI is run it checks for new files installed by the SP. 
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4 Network Installation (net500.exe) 
Use this option to finalize the Main Network Installation by directing the PCs to the 
Main Network GUI. The following screens is displayed. 
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1. Select a local working folder for each PC.  
 

 
 
2. Select the path for the installed (existing) Main Network installation. 
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3. Select Typical or Custom. If you select Custom, the Select Modules dialog 

box is displayed. 
 

 
 
Note that modules that are not installed in the selected Network Directory are grayed 
out. 
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4. Select the program manager group. 
 

 
 
If the selected Network Directory does not exist, the following message is displayed. 
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Create Local Directories for Each User 
1. From within ALEPH, select the Alephadm module. 

Note: When first accessing Alephadm (or any other module accessed before 
setting up Profiles using the Alephadm client), you are prompted for a profile 
name. Enter default. 

 
2. Select Configuration/Profile Manager. The Profile Manager screen is 

displayed. 
 
3. Click New. The Create New Profile screen is displayed: 
 

 
4. For each user, enter the user's name and the full path of the user's local 

directory. It is recommended to use the logon name used by Windows for 
the user's name. This way, the default when starting the GUI is the logon 
name and the user does not have to enter his user name every time he uses 
the GUI. 

 
Note: It is not recommended to use network definitions such as 
\\<server name>\<local computer name>\<drive>\<directory 
name> in the profile.dat file for local machines because then the user 
is working through the network on his local machine, instead of just 
working locally. 
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Note: You cannot enter a path that begins with \\ in the Choose 
directory field. You can only create a new profile directory on the 
network drive through ALEPHADM. You cannot create a new 
directory on a local machine. 

 
In other words, you are not actually going into each user’s local machine and 
creating the directory there. You are only creating the profile. When the local 
user installs net500.exe on his local computer and chooses a profile, the 
profile directory of the user is created automatically.  
 
In the example below, Donald Jones uses the profile JonesD.  
 

 
When he installs net500.exe on his local computer, the directory C:\AL500 is 
automatically be created. 
 
5. Click Apply to apply the profiles. Click Cancel to exit. (This may also be 

done by clicking Close and clicking Yes.) 
 
Use the Delete and Modify buttons to change or delete profiles. 

 
When new profiles are created, the given directories are created and for each new 
profile a line is added to the file alephcom/tab/profile.dat. Note that profiles may 
also be added, edited, or deleted by directly editing this file, but new directories are 
not automatically created. 

5 Re-packaging 
Repackaging is a method to create a new Gui500.exe or Net500.exe package. 
The idea behind repackaging is to: 
• Save customized automations 
• Ensure consistency 
• Reduce customization maintenance 
• Customize the Installation Wizard 

Re-Packaging of the Installed GUI (Stand-Alone or Main 
Network) 
To repackage, you must install the GUI under C:\AL500. Any files updated/added to 
C:\al500 are repackaged. 
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Run the script makeins2.bat or all Windows platforms from Win2000 and later. The 
script can be found under the directory in which GUI500.exe was unzipped.] 
 
The outcome is a new directory c:\gui500.new, which contains the new GUI 
installation files GUI500.exe and GUI500-u.exe. They are the files that you will 
distribute. 

Re-Packaging the Installed Network 
It is highly recommended to prepare a network package that automatically enters the 
location of the central installation and not leave this to the individual user. This new 
net500.exe file can then be distributed to the users in various ways (on the Web, by e-
mail, and so on). 
 
To create a network package for the users: 
 

1. Double-click net500.exe. The files are unzipped 
 
2. Edit net500.ini. Put in the correct path of the central installation. 

 
3. Double-click the script makenet.bat. The outcome is a new directory 

c:\net500.new that contains the new network installation file net500.exe. 
This is the file that you will distribute. 
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