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How to convert records from UNIMARC to USMARC

It is possible to convert records from UNIMARC to USMARC by using the fix procedure fix_doc_tab04_nn.  A full explanation of this procedure is available in the guide, chapter “ALEPH 18.01 Syslib Guide – Cataloging” section 11 “Fix Record”.  The fix procedure fix_doc_tab04_nn is used in conjunction with a set in table $data_tab/tab04, where nn is the set number.  For example, fix_doc_tab04_01 is used with set 01 in $data_tab/tab04, and fix_doc_tab04_13 is used with set 13 in $data_tab/tab04.

Therefore, if we want to use fix_doc_tab04_nn to convert UNIMARC records to USMARC records, we need to create a set (or use a preexisting set) in $data_tab/tab04 which does this.  The demo version of Aleph includes set 01 which already does this.

Regarding this, the header to $data_tab/tab04 states:

Different conversion routines can be defined and linked to the corresponding fix program in the tab_fix table. A conversion set can be used when importing records from databases with different cataloging systems (e.g. from a UNIMARC type of library to a MARC 21 library).

For example, in UNIMARC title statement is 200 and in USMARC it is 245.  In UNIMARC topical subject is 606 and in USMARC it is 650.  In UNIMARC 700 is “Personal Name – Primary” and 720 is “Family name – Primary”.  In USMARC 100 is personal name.  Thus in $data_tab/tab04 set 01 we have this:

!    2       3        4   5   6          7

!!-!!!!!-!!!!!!!!!!-!!!!!-!-!!!!!!!!!!-!!!!
01 200## adfhi      245## N abcnp

01 606##            650## N

01 700##            100## N

01 720##            100## N

This means that when using set 01: 

The field 200 will be converted to 245
The field 606 will be converted to 650

The field 700 will be converted to 100

The field 720 will be converted to 100

For further details regarding sub fields and more see the table header.

The fix procedure fix_doc_tab04_nn, like other fix procedures, can be used in a variety of places in Aleph.  For example it can be used while cataloging, while importing records, while uploading via manage-18, etc.  In our case here we will make a simple procedure which runs on user demand in the cataloging module.
In $data_tab/tab_fix we will put this:

! 1                 2                              3

!!!!!-!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!-!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

UN2US fix_doc_tab04_01

This is a Routine name called “UN2US” (which in this case is short for “UNIMARC to USMARC”, we could call it whatever we want).  It uses procedure fix_doc_tab04_01.  Thus, it will use set 01 from $data_ta/tab04 (which we saw examples from above).

In file $data_root/pc_tab/catalog/fix_doc.eng we put this:

! 1   2 3           4

!!!!!-!-!-!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!>

UN2US N L Convert UNIMARC Records to USMARC Records

This means that in the cataloging module we can choose this option from the “edit > fix record” menu and convert a record.

Here is a record in UNIMARC format:
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Now we have it in the USM01 (USMARC) library after importing it. 
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And now we run the fix procedure.
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The author, title and subjects have been moved from the UNIMARC fields to the USMARC fields.  The record is converted to USMARC.
Field 700 moved to 100

Field 200 moved to 245

Field 606 moved to 650
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