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Overview

• The Amazon Search feature allows the staff user to 
search in Amazon via the Alma User Interface.

• In this way a bibliographic record, item and order can 
quickly and easily be created using the data retrieved 
from Amazon as well as POL templates.

• This significantly streamlines the ordering process. 
1. There is no need to leave the Alma interface in 

order to perform the search in Amazon. 
2. The order and corresponding bibliographic record 

are created in Alma using the title and identifier 
from Amazon
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Searching in Amazon

• From the Alma Main menu, click the ‘Item Search in 
Amazon’ entry under Acquisitions > Advanced Tools. 

This option appears if staff user has at least one of the following roles:
1. Purchasing Manager
2. Purchase Operator
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Searching in Amazon

Choose whether to search for Magazines or Books, and then 
choose an Amazon location
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Searching in Amazon

Fill in desired information and click ‘Go’
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Searching in Amazon

Note regarding the field options:

• Searching Magazines is only 
available for USA and Germany 
search locations. 

• The Availability criteria appears 
only for the USA search location. 

• The Sort List By options differ 
depending on the Amazon 
location. 
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Viewing results

Results appear and each record displays the Title, ISBN, 
List Price and Language
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Viewing results

• Click ‘View in Amazon’ to view the item in the Amazon web site
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Viewing results

• After clicking ‘View in Amazon’ a new tab will open in the 
browser with the specific record retrieved in Amazon.
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Viewing results

• Click ‘Item Lookup’ to view additional information
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Viewing results

• After clicking ‘Item Lookup’ we can see not only the Title, 
ISBN, List Price and Language

• We also see the Lowest New Price, Lowest Used Price, 
Total New and Total Used.

This information did not appear in the initial results list
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Creating an order

• Clicking ‘Create Order’ will create the corresponding 
bibliographic record, item and order.

• Typically the order will be created with a 
corresponding POL template which has the same 
Amazon vendor used when performing the Item 
Search (for example ‘Amazon-USA’ or ‘Amazon-
Germany’).

• This order is created in Alma, not in Amazon.  The 
assumption is that the staff user will also create the 
order in the Amazon website.
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Creating an order
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Creating an order

• Now we can create the order like all other orders

This template contains the Amazon-USA 
vendor which was chosen when performing 
the item search in Amazon.
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Creating an order

Vendor Amazon-USA is from template

List price is filled in automatically from the 
data received from Amazon.
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Creating an order

• The order is created
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Creating an order

• Note that the corresponding bibliographic record is created 
using the data from Amazon and suppressed from discovery

Record is suppressed from discovery Title and ISBN from Amazon
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Future developments – Import record

• From the search results it will be possible not only to 
“create order” but also to import the bibliographic 
record.

• A new “Import” link will be added to the search 
results

• Clicking this link will import the bibliographic record 
without an order.

• This will be similar to what is done today when 
importing from an external search resource.
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Future developments – Import record

New “Import” link

Appears in initial search results
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Future developments – Import record

New “Import” link

Also Appears in Item Lookup screen
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Future developments – Arrive to Import Lookup

• When the search results in only one result it will 
immediately go to the “item lookup” page.

• Today when there is one result the user first arrives to 
the “Item Search in Amazon” results page and then 
must click “Item” lookup to get to the item lookup 
page
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Future developments – Arrive to Import Lookup

• With new development when user searches for 
unique record (such as title “E-metrics for Library and 
Information Professionals”) …
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Future developments – Arrive to Import Lookup

• He will arrive directly to the “Item Lookup” screen 
because there is one result
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Future developments – sticky defaults of previous search

• Today when a user accesses “Item search in Amazon”  
all fields are blank and the “Amazon Location” is USA
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Future developments – sticky defaults of previous search

• With this new development when a user will, for 
example, search Amazon Location “Germany” and 
Sort list by “Publication Date”
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Future developments – sticky defaults of previous search

• Then next time he accesses “Item search in Amazon” the 
system will default automatically to Amazon Location 
“Germany” and Sort list by “Publication Date”
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Future developments – sort by price on results page

• A new sort option will be added on the results page.
• The sort will be by price
• The default will be “low to high” (ascending)
• It will be possible to change it to “high to low” 

(descending)
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Future developments – sort by price on results page

Results are sorted by price 
low to high

New sort by price option

Results are sorted by price 
low to high

Results are sorted by price 
low to high
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