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Collaboration
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Linked Open Data 
Working Group

• Founded in 2011

• Collects use cases & scenarios 
for LOD features

• Surveyed the community for 
input (2017)

• Presents ideas & progress at 
IGeLU and ELUNA conferences

• Advises Ex Libris on LOD 
features for the Alma platform
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Linked Data Collaboration Program

After publishing   
Putting Linked Data at 
the Service of 
Libraries Ex Libris 
established a Linked 
Data Collaboration 
Program
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http://www.resources.exlibrisgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Putting-Linked-Data-at-the-Service-of-Libraries-2016.pdf
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2017: BIBFRAME implementation 
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• Ex Libris worked closely with Harvard 
University to deliver a first phase of 
BIBFRAME integration

• MARC-to-BIBFRAME transformation
• Publication of MARC record sets in 

BIBFRAME format
• Support for BIBFRAME URIs
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Immediately after 
the December 
2017 release, 
1000+ Alma 
institutions were 
able to publish 
their entire 
collections in 
BIBFRAME.

It’s Happening
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BIBFRAME Publishing
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BIBFRAME Publishing
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BIBFRAME Publishing
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RDA/RDF Publishing

10



© 2017 Ex Libris | Confidential & Proprietary© 2018 Ex Libris | Confidential & Proprietary 11



© 2017 Ex Libris | Confidential & Proprietary© 2018 Ex Libris | Confidential & Proprietary

Linked Data: APIs 

Alma provides API endpoints for these 
linked data formats

• JSON-LD

• RDA/RDF

• BIBFRAME

Once activated the APIs are open and 
available to everyone (no keys required!)

Records are automatically enriched with 
URIs for language, identifiers, names, and 
subjects 



© 2017 Ex Libris | Confidential & Proprietary© 2018 Ex Libris | Confidential & Proprietary

Linked Data: APIs
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BIBFRAME
• GET work

• GET instance

JSON-LD
• GET bib

• GET local authority

RDA/RDF
• GET work

• GET manifestation
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Alma Linked Data Views
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Alma BIBFRAME Preview
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Discovery
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Multiple Paths of Exploration
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MARC

• Search linked data endpoints 
from within the Alma editor

• Select controlled vocabulary 
term, even from non-MARC 
based vocabularies

• Catalog in BIBFRAME

• Import BIBFRAME records

• Schema.org
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Challenges

• We’ve issued an open call for input on our Linked Data 
roadmap

• Linked Data at scale

• Web relevancy

• Reconciliation beyond the Alma Community Zone
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