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Notes:

Hello, and welcome to this Alma Collaborative Networks training session, where we will discuss centralized configuration options for collaborative networks.

1.2 Agenda
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Notes:

While there are many configuration activities necessary in a collaborative network, most of them will be set during implementation of your Alma service. 

However, a few are worth going through here, because you may want to work with them after your Alma service goes live.

These have to do with particular configurations that are made in the network institution itself and then passed on to the collaborative-network member institutions, for their use.

Let’s start with configuring and distributing fulfillment information.

1.3 Fulfillment Information
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Notes:

For a collaborative network, fulfillment units, policies, and terms of use may be created in the network institution and distributed to the member institutions.

Detailed instructions for creating fulfillment information are found in other training sessions. After creating fulfillment information in the network institution, go to the main Fulfillment menu, and select Distribute Fulfillment Network Configuration. This runs a job that distributes the fulfillment units, policies, and terms of use to all the member institutions.

Once the job has completed, you can log into the Alma service in one of the member institutions. You will be able to see the distributed fulfillment information, but will not be able to edit or delete them.

There will also be some changes to fulfillment units owned by the member institution. When you edit an institution’s fulfillment unit, you will see a new field: Use Rules from Network Fulfillment Unit. This is a drop-down list containing all of the fulfillment units that were distributed from the network institution, and you can choose a network fulfillment unit to be used in association with the local fulfillment unit. 

After you choose a network fulfillment unit, a check box appears that says, Use Network Rules First. If you select this, Alma will process the rules from the selected network fulfillment unit before processing the rules from the local fulfillment unit. Alma also considers the On Shelf Request Policy from the selected network fulfillment unit instead of the local On Shelf Request Policy. Additionally, the local fulfillment rule uses the network rule as the local default.

Fulfillment Units List (Slide Layer)
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Fulfillment Menu (Slide Layer)
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Member Institution fulfillment units (Slide Layer)
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Member fulfillment unit details (Slide Layer)
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1.4 General Electronic Services
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Notes:

In a similar way, general electronic services may be created by the network institution and distributed automatically to the member institutions.

Create general electronic services at the network institution in the same way you would for any institution: From the Configuration Menu, on the Fulfillment tab, select General Electronic Services. Then select Add a Service, build the service as usual, and Add it.

Next, there is a parameter that needs to be set up at the network institution. From the Configuration menu, on the Fulfillment tab, in the General group, select Other Settings. The parameter called network_ges_distribution_members_behavior controls what is done with the members' general electronic services when the network institution’s services are distributed. Valid values are: Remove, Deactivate, and None. Remove removes all the local general electronic services. Deactivate retains the local services but deactivates them. None leaves all previously existing services exactly as they were before the distribution.

When you’re ready, the same job that distributes fulfillment units to member institutions is the one that distributes general electronic services: On the Fulfillment menu, select Distribute Fulfillment Network Configuration. 

After the job completes, when you access the Alma of a member institution, the General Electronic Services page includes a new column, Shared. The records marked as Shared are copied from the network institution and cannot be edited.

GES list (Slide Layer)
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Config menu - fulfillment (Slide Layer)
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Mapping Table - parameters (Slide Layer)
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Fulfillment Menu (Slide Layer)
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Member institution (Slide Layer)
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Member general electronic services (Slide Layer)
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1.5 S/FTP Profiles
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Notes:

S/FTP profiles created by the network institution can also be distributed automatically to the member institutions.

Create S/FTP profiles at the network institution in the same way you would for any institution: From the Configuration menu, on the General tab, with the tool S/FTP definitions. You can set any S/FTP profile to be Managed in Network. 

Note that there is one difference here, found when you edit an S/FTP profile: You cannot use public or private Key authentication for S/FTP profiles that are distributed to member institutions.

After creating S/FTP profiles, distribution is handled by another job. The job is accessed from Admin > Distribute Administration Network Configuration. 

After the S/FTP profile is distributed, the member institutions will see the S/FTP profiles on their own list of such profiles, with an indication in the column Managed in Network. However, for those received profiles, the member will be able to edit only the subdirectory, username, and password.

List of S/FTP Connections (Slide Layer)
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Update S/FTP Connection (Slide Layer)
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Admin menu (Slide Layer)
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Member institution S/FTP Profiles (Slide Layer)
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1.6 SAML Integration Profiles
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Notes:

Finally, you can take SAML integration profiles in the network institution and distribute them to the member institutions. 

Integration profiles are found by choosing the Alma Configuration menu, on the General tab, with the tool Integration Profiles.

For any integration profile that is the SAML type, you can use the row-action menu to select Manage in Network. 

As with the S/FTP profiles, the next time you run the Distribute Administration Network Configuration job, those SAML profiles set to Manage in Network are distributed to the member institutions. The member institutions can view the distributed integration profiles, but cannot edit or delete them.

Integration Profile List (Slide Layer)
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Admin Menu (Slide Layer)
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Member integration profile list (Slide Layer)
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1.7 Session Review and Quiz
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Notes:

That concludes the main portion of this training session. Let’s briefly review what was covered and then proceed to a short quiz.
1.8 Session Review
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Notes:

In this session we showed how to take four types of configurations created in the network institution and distribute them to member institutions in a collaborative network: fulfillment information, general electronic services, S/FTP profiles, and SAML integration profiles.

After the short quiz that begins on the next page, you can check out other training sessions in the Alma Collaborative Networks series.

If you have any questions or want more information, please see the Recommended Articles on the page where you launched this training session.

1.9 Quiz: Inherited Configurations

 (True/False, 10 points, 1 attempt permitted)
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	Correct
	Choice

	X
	True

	 
	False


Feedback when correct:

Correct, this is a true statement. In most cases, inherited configurations like these do not overwrite nor remove local configurations, but instead are added to the member institution’s configurations.

Feedback when incorrect:

Incorrect, this is actually a true statement. In most cases, inherited configurations like these do not overwrite nor remove local configurations, but instead are added to the member institution’s configurations.

Notes:

Correct (Slide Layer)
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Incorrect (Slide Layer)
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1.10 Thank You!
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Notes:

Thank you for joining this session!
1.11 Copyright
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Notes:

1.12 Results Slide

 (Results Slide, 0 points, 1 attempt permitted)
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	Results for

	1.9 Quiz: Inherited Configurations


	Result slide properties
	

	Passing

Score
	80%
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Failure (Slide Layer)
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