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1. Resource Sharing Models

1.1 Resource-Sharing Models
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Notes:

Hello, and welcome to this session on resource sharing models in Alma.
1.2 Objectives
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Notes:

This session will briefly present the features and differences between the three, primary, resource sharing models available in Alma: Broker-Based, Peer-to-Peer, and Fulfillment Networks. We’ll also briefly discuss how resource sharing relates to collaborative networks, or consortia. 

1.3 Broker-Based Resource Sharing
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Notes:

In broker-based resource sharing, the borrowing-institution’s library staff requests resources from the broker on behalf of the patron. Some institutions allow patrons to directly request resources from the broker.

Patrons can only request a resource by title. 

The broker chooses which institution will lend the resource, and communicates with the borrowing institution and the lending institution.

The item is supplied by the lending institution, which also defines the lending policies. Circulation occurs in the broker system, with the borrowing institution providing delivery to the patron.

1.4 Peer-to-Peer Resource Sharing

[image: image4.jpg]Peer-to-Peer Resource Sharing

Patron requests resource from their home
institution (borrowing institution).

Request at title level only.
Borrowing institution finds resource.

Lending policies can be defined by agreement
wmh@endmg,mstltutmn Sy

Circulate at borrowing institution.




Notes:

Features of Peer-to-Peer resource sharing include the following:

The patron requests a resource from their home institution.

Requests are done at the title level.

At the borrowing institution, Alma can be configured to automatically find the resource at another institution, and then place the request. 

The lending institution supplies the item, and lending policies are defined by each institution and negotiated for shared items.

Circulation is done at the borrowing institution.

1.5 Fulfillment Network
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Notes:

Fulfillment Networks in Alma are different than the other two types resource sharing. A Fulfillment Network is a group of Alma Institutions that agree in advance to allow resource sharing amongst each other.

Inventory at one institution is searchable by patrons of all fulfillment-network member institutions, and patrons of one institution can directly request resources from another institution. This requires either a collaborative network or shared Primo scopes.

Because of this, institutions in a Fulfillment Network must agree to share patron data with each other.

Lending policies are defined by the lending institution, and patrons can request specific items from a specific institution. The patron can pick up and return items to any institution in the network. In fact, a patron can walk in to any institution in the fulfillment network and use it just as if it was their home institution.

1.6 Collaborative Networks
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Notes:

An institution can use any of these three models of resource sharing with different institutions. And an institution does not need to be part of a collaborative network to use any of these models, even the fulfillment network.

However, institutions that are part of a collaborative network - that is, a consortium of institutions that all use Alma and have set up a Network Zone - have some added functionality for resource sharing.

Most importantly, collaborative networks can be used to centralized configuration of resource sharing among the members. For example, a rota can be set up at the network institution and then pushed out to member institutions. Rota are discussed in other training sessions.

Also, as mentioned earlier, patrons of institutions in a collaborative network can quickly search for items at other institutions in their Primo service, and their search results will be deduplicated for easier selection.

1.7 Review
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Notes:

This session has presented a brief introduction to the three resource sharing models in Alma, as well as a quick discussion of how these relate to collaborative networks. 

Please refer to the Recommended Articles section where you launched this training session for additional information.

Then, you can continue on to the next training session, which will help you choose which model of resource sharing to use in different situations. 

1.8 Thank You!
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Notes:

Thank you for joining this session!
1.9 Copyrights
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TRADEMARKS

Ex Libris, the Ex Libris logo, Aleph, Alma, SFX, SFXIT, MetaLib, DigiTool,
Verde, Primo, Voyager, MetaSearch, Metalndex, Rosetta, Leganto and other
Ex Libris products and services referenced herein are trademarks of Ex
Libris, and may be registered in certain jurisdictions. All other product
names, company names, marks and logos referenced may be trademarks of
their respective owners.

DISCLAIMER

The information contained in this document is compiled from various sources
and provided on an “AS IS" basis for general information purposes only
without any representations, conditions or warranties whether express or
implied, including any implied warranties of satisfactory qualty,
completeness, accuracy or fitness for a particular purpose.

Ex Libris, its subsidiaries and related corporations (*Ex Libris Group”)
disclaim any and all liability for all use of this information, including losses,
damages, claims or expenses any person may incur as a result of the use of
this information, even if advised of the possibility of such loss or damage.
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