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Notes:

Hello, and welcome to this overview of Alma Digital.
1.2 Introduction
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Notes:

In this session, we’ll start with an introduction to Alma Digital and why your library might want to use it.  

Then, we’ll explore Alma’s digital resource data model.  

And finally, we’ll look at Alma Digital’s file management paradigm.

1.3 Unified Resource Management (URM) Framework
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Notes:

Alma Digital is part of Alma’s Unified Resource Management framework, also known as the Alma URM.  The Alma URM has three components so you can use a single platform to manage the full scope your library’s print, electronic, and digital resources.  And, of course, your patrons can discover all of these resources via Primo.
1.4 Digital versus Electronic Resources
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Notes:

Let’s consider some important differences between a library’s digital resources and its electronic resources.

Digital resources are files that are owned by the institution, such as images, videos, sound recordings, and PDFs. Electronic resources, on the other hand, are owned by a vendor and accessed via subscription, open access, or other contract.  

Digital resources are unique in Alma because in addition to the metadata, the asset files themselves are managed in Alma.  

For electronic resources, only the metadata is managed in Alma.  The vendor manages and stores the actual files elsewhere.
1.5 Why Alma Digital?
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Notes:

With other digital repository tools available, why use Alma Digital?

· Using Alma Digital reduces the number of tools you need to learn and maintain, and familiar workflows simplify the process of managing and storing your digital assets in the cloud.  

· Also, you can choose between MARC and Dublin core for your metadata while taking advantage of Alma’s robust resource management functionality including Alma Analytics for reporting.

· And, Alma Digital integrates seamlessly with Primo and Summon for discovery.
1.6 Digital Resource Data Model
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Notes:

Now, let’s take a look at Alma’s digital resource data model.
1.7 Digital Resource Data Model 
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Notes:

In Alma, each digital resource is represented by a metadata structure composed of three tiers, the bibliographic record, one or more representations, and one or more asset files.

The top tier represents a unique intellectual entity such as a photograph, a recording, or a document.  This level is where bibliographic information is stored.

The middle tier contains metadata pertaining to each representation of the intellectual entity.  In some cases, there may be just one representation.  In other cases, there may be multiple representations associated with a single bibliographic record.  For example, with images, there may be a high-resolution master representation and a derivative representation with a watermark. 

The bottom tier stores metadata about the actual assets or files associated with each representation.  Often there is just one file per representation, but there could be more than one file.  Perhaps your library scanned individual pages of a document as separate high quality TIF files.  All of these files belong to the same master representation.  If your library creates a single PDF file for convenient download, this single file would belong to a derivative representation. Most likely, this is the version that patrons would access.
Document (Slide Layer)
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1.8 Collections
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Notes:

Every digital resource managed in Alma must be part of a collection.  Collections are used to group related titles together in Alma.  
1.9 File Management Paradigm

[image: image10.jpg]* Introduction

* Digital Resource Data Model
* File Management Paradigm





Notes:

Now, let’s look at Alma’s file management paradigm.
1.10 Amazon Simple Storage Solution (S3)
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Notes:

So, where does Alma store your digital resource files?

Alma uses Amazon Web Services’ Simple Storage Solution, or S3 for short to store your files in the cloud.

Each Alma institution has its own segregated S3 storage bucket that is only accessible to the owner institution.  Many institutions will never interact directly with the files in their S3 buckets.  Instead, they’ll use standard Alma workflows to interact transparently with the files.  

Institutions with very large uploads, however, may choose to upload content directly to Amazon S3.  These libraries will create access keys via Alma to allow direct interaction with S3 via Amazon Web Services.
1.11 Alma Digital and Discovery
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Notes:

And, here’s how all the pieces fit together.  You’ll manage your digital resources’ metadata and files in Alma, much as you manage print or electronic resources.

Once your metadata and asset files are in place, the metadata is provided to Primo or Summon for discovery.  

Now, your patrons can search Primo or Summon and discover your digital resources along with your electronic and print content.  If patrons find digital items of interest, they will be provided with links for accessing the files which are managed in Alma and stored the Amazon S3 cloud.
1.12 Session Review
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Notes:

This concludes this “Alma Digital Overview” training session.  

In this session, we:  

· Began by discussing what Alma Digital is, and how it fits in with the Alma Unified Resource Management framework.
· Explored Alma Digital’s data model for digital resources including, collections, bibliographic records, representations, and files. 

· And we looked at how Alma Digital’s file management paradigm uses the S3 cloud.

What are your next steps?

·
First, read the recommended Articles for this session.

·
Then, continue with your next training.
1.13 Thank You!
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Notes:

Thank you for joining this session.
1.14 About this Training
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Notes:

1 (Slide Layer)
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3 (Slide Layer)
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